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other American races, not even excepting the Nava-
jos of our Southwest. Woven from wool, llama hair
or alpaca upon the crudest of hand-looms, their
cloth, rugs, blanklets and ponchos are more durable,
more beautiful and better in every way than any-
thing yet produced by machinery. Formerly only
vegetable and mineral dyes were used, but, most
regrettably, aniline dyes are now utilized to larger ex-
tent. In their patterns and designs the Indians fol-
low the motifs of their Incan and pre-Incan
ancestors, even using the "six-unit" system in many
cases. As a rule the patterns are combinations of
various geometrical designs with human, bird and
animal figures, together with the representations of
the ancient deities. The Andean goose, the condor,
the llama and the jaguar, all prominent in Incan and
pre-Incan mythology, are common motifs, and often
one finds the sun-god, the condor-headed god and
other semihuman mythological beings embodied in
the designs.
As already mentioned, certain villages are, devoted
exclusively to the manufacture of certain things.
The inhabitants of one may spin or card wool, those
of another may weave nothing but rugs, those of an-
other may produce only ponchos; still others may
devote themselves to woodwork; those of another to
rawhide articles, those of still another may turn out
pottery and nothing else, and so on. In many cases
the people do not even weave the rugs, blankets and
ponchos for their own use, but depend upon purchas-
ing or trading them from others, though as a rule
a certain amount of textile work is done in every com-
munity. About Cuzeo, the Indians are primarily